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This meeting has been supported by the following companies who have had no input into the 

content of the meeting. 

Sponsorship of the meeting is by the purchase of exhibition trade space only.    

All monies received from these companies is used only to cover the educational costs of running 
the meeting (venue, guest speakers etc.) and not for the SRA dinner which is organised and 

funded separately by SRA delegates. 
 

  

 

  



Thursday  

0900 – 0940 
The Hub 

Conference Registration & Coffee  
 

0940 - 0945 

Melville Hall  
Welcome to SRA Conference 2025 

Dr Maureen Lafferty 
  

0945 - 1115 

Melville Hall                                                                                                                                                                                             Chair: Dr Shona Methven 
Scottish Renal Registry Session 

 
 

09:45 - 10.05     Introduction and 2025 SRR report highlights 
Dr Shona Methven, Chair of Scottish Renal Registry 

10:05 - 10:15     Renal Biopsy 
Dr Emily McQuarrie 

10:15 - 10:25     Transplantation 
Ms Karen Stevenson 

10:25 - 10:45     Vascular access 
Dr Peter Thomson 

10:45 - 10:55     Peritoneal dialysis  
Dr Michaela Petrie 

10:55 - 11.15     Conservative Care  
Dr Claire Douglas 

 

1115 - 1145 
Ferntower Suite  

Coffee – Trade Exhibition 

1145 – 1220 

Melville Hall                                                                                                                                                                                                    Chair: Dr Samira Bell 
 
 

Approach to Fatigue in Kidney Care 
Dr L. Parker Gregg 

 Assistant Professor, Baylor College of Medicine, Houston, Texas 
 
 

1220 -1255 Using Kidney Beam to Deliver Safe and Scalable Digital Rehabilitation for People with CKD 
Professor Sharlene A Greenwood 

Consultant Physiotherapist and Professor of Exercise and Lifestyle Therapy, King's College Hospital, London 
 
 

1300 – 1400 

Meikle Restaurant & Ferntower Suite 
 
Lunch – Trade Exhibition  
 

Drawing Room 
 
1330 – 1400 Business Meeting 



1400 - 1530 

Drawing Room                                                             Chair: Dr Laura Denby 
 

Science Session 

 
 

Salt Sensitivity: Causes and Consequences 
Professor Matthew Bailey, Professor of Renal Physiology,  

University of Edinburgh 
 
 
Abstracts: 
 
IgM-associated tubulointerstitial nephritis: management and 
pathogenesis  
Jude Evans1, George Cooper2, Michael Williams3, Chris Bellamy4, Bryan 
Conway4  
1Edinburgh Medical School, Edinburgh; 2Adenbrooke Hospital, Cambridge 
3Department of Hepatology, Edinburgh Royal Infirmary, 4Institute of 
Neuroscience and Cardiovascular Research, University of Edinburgh 
 
Development of a novel technique for the detection of memory B cell 
derived HLA antibodies in individuals with known sensitizing events 
awaiting kidney transplantation 
Emma Cannon1, Gemma Thomson2, Laura Denby3, Paul Phelan1, David 
Turner2 and Richard Battle2 
1The Department of Renal Medicine, The Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh, 
2Histocompatibility and Immunogenetics Laboratory, SNBTS, 3Centre for 
Cardiovascular Science, Queen’s Medical Research Institute, University of 
Edinburgh 
 
Senescence biomarkers Clusterin and Fibronectin predict outcomes in 
large NURTuRE CKD Cohort  
Zenuida Mortuza1, Tilly Mason1, Piotr Janas1, Katharine Mylonas1, Maarten 
Taal2, Philip Kalra3, Thomas McDonnell3, Laura Denby1, Bryan Conway1, David 
Ferenbach1, David Baird1 
1University of Edinburgh, 2University of Nottingham, 3University of Manchester 
 

Melville Hall                                                                     Chair: Dr Rob Ker   

 
Sustainability Session 

 
 

Welcome  
Dr Rob Ker 

 Scottish Clinical Leadership Fellow  
 
 

How Bad are Bananas ……Some Perspectives of Carbon Modelling and 
Circularity in Healthcare 

Wendy Rayner 
Head of the NHS Circular Economy Programme Scottish Government 

 
Kidneys & Climate: An Update on the National Green Renal Programme 

Dr Eleanor Murray, Renal Consultant, QEUH, Glasgow  
Green Renal Clinical Lead (Scotland) 

 

Abstract: 
Greening Dialysis in the ‘Dear Green’ City  
Eleanor Murray1,2, Ben Elyan1, Dalene Thomson1, Gina Thompson1, Jamie 
Traynor1 
1Glasgow Renal and Transplant Unit; 2Centre for Sustainable Delivery 
 
 

Round Table Discussion 
Facilitators: Dr Eleanor Murray, Dr Rob Ker and Dr Stewart Lambie 

 
Close 

Dr Rob Ker 
  
 
 
 

To see the released Opportunities for Change, prior meetings or to get invite 
to future events, please follow the link: 

General | CFSD - National Green Renal | Microsoft Teams 

 

1530 – 1600 
Ferntower Suite  

Coffee – Trade Exhibition 
 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fteam%2F19%253AFfBYx6I1Bu9O7plBTR9NcJ_G3sA9fidCxWkMloR7iqI1%2540thread.tacv2%2Fconversations%3FgroupId%3Dc7151f50-2f73-454e-a07d-ca9ad334da24%26tenantId%3D10efe0bd-a030-4bca-809c-b5e6745e499a&data=05%7C02%7Cmaureen.lafferty%40nhs.scot%7Cbe198b61143a4ef69a9308de2060c217%7C10efe0bda0304bca809cb5e6745e499a%7C0%7C0%7C638983797098764263%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jz9SIdK2ovzzYOjg9NBvGgayh6GJ9HXwTVQv0KMmlZ0%3D&reserved=0


1600 – 1655 

Drawing Room 
 
Moderators: Dr Jo Sloan and Dr Heather Walker 
 
 
 
 

 

Moderated poster session 
 
 

Melville Hall                                                                       Chair: Hazel Lowe 
 

Renal Young Adult Support Service 
Sharlene Taylor 

Renal Young Adult Support Worker, 
Lothians, Edinburgh City and Borders 

 
Abstracts: 
 
NHS Tayside Pre-dialysis Education Programme 
Gillian Wood & Maggie Barr 
AKC and Supportive Care Specialist Nurses, NHS Tayside 
 
Non-Directed Altruistic Donation in Scotland – the past; the present and 
the future. 
Jen Lumsdaine, 
Lead Nurse, Living Donation Scotland 
 
 

 

1700 – 1745 

Melville Hall                                                                                                                                                                                           Chair: Dr Maureen Lafferty 
 

In Memory of Professor Alan Jardine 
Professor Colin Geddes 

Consultant Nephrologist and Honorary Professor, Queen Elizabeth University Hospital, Glasgow 
 
 

AKI: Shattering the Myth of Inevitability 

Professor Lui Forni 

Professor of Physiology & Critical Care, University of Surrey and Consultant Intensivist, Royal Surrey Hospital, Guildford 

 

1900 
The Hub 

Hub Bar open from 7.00pm 
 

1930 prompt 

Melville Hall 
Conference Dinner & Ceilidh with Whisky Kiss 

Smart dress   
 

 
  



 
Friday  

0800 - 0900 

Drawing Room 
 

Trainee Breakfast  
 

Kidney Physiology and You 
Professor Matthew Bailey 

Professor of Renal Physiology, University of Edinburgh 
 
 

 
0905 – 0940 

 

Melville Hall                                                                                                                                                                      Chairs: Dr Jo Sloan & Dr Vinod Sanu 
 
 

Aiming for Equity on the Heels of the WHO Kidney Health Resolution 
Dr Valerie A Luyckx 

Nephrologist, University Children's Hospital, Zurich and co-President of the European Kidney Health Alliance 
 
 

0940 - 1015 Improving Care for Kidney Patients in Scotland - Whose Job Is It? 
Professor Jeremy Hughes 

Professor of Experimental Nephrology at the University of Edinburgh and Honorary Consultant Nephrologist at the Edinburgh Royal Infirmary 
 
 

1015 - 1035 

 
 

Our Bloody Amazing Kidneys - Campaigning for CKD 
Fiona Loud 

Policy Director of Kidney Care UK 
 
 

1035 – 1100 
Ferntower Suite  

Coffee – Trade Exhibition 
 

1100 - 1135 

Melville Hall                                                                                                                                                   Chairs:  Dr Chanaka Perera & Dr Heather Walker 
  

Incretins: Why all the Hype? An Evidenced Base Perspective 
Professor Naveed Sattar 

Professor of Cardiometabolic Medicine and Honorary Consultant, University of Glasgow 
 
 

  



1140 – 1255 

Drawing Room             Chairs: Dr Samira Bell & Professor Colin Geddes 
 
Abstracts: 

 
Corticosteroid Use in Acute Interstitial Nephritis: A Retrospective 
Cohort Study across the West of Scotland 
Alagappan A.1, Helps A.2, Rankin A.3, Sullivan M.1  
1Glasgow Renal and Transplant Unit, Queen Elizabeth University Hospital, 
Glasgow. 2Renal Unit, University Hospital Crosshouse, NHS Ayrshire & 
Arran. 3Renal Unit, University Hospital Monklands, NHS Lanarkshire 
 
Protocolised reduction of mycophenolate dose in Scottish kidney 
transplant recipients aged ≥60; patient and transplant outcomes 
revisited 
Alessandra Orsillo1, Emma Cannon1, Zia Din2, Colin G Geddes2, Paul J 
Phelan1, Trijntje J. W. Rennie1  
1Renal Department, NHS Lothian – Royal Infirmary Edinburgh, Edinburgh, 
UK, 2Department of Renal Transplantation, NHS Great Glasgow and Clyde – 
Queen Elizabeth University Hospital, Glasgow, UK 
 
The Natural History of Urinary Tract Infections in Renal Transplant 
Recipients  
Ala Eldin Elhoweris1, Michael Sullivan1,2, William Norton1, Ehsan Salim1, 
Emma Aitken1,2  
1Renal and Transplant Unit, Queen Elizabeth University Hospital, Glasgow, 

United Kingdom, 2School of Cardiovascular and Metabolic Health, University 

of Glasgow, Glasgow, United Kingdom 
 
Incidence and Prevalence of Chronic Kidney Disease in Tayside and 
Fife: A Population-Based Retrospective Cohort Analysis  
Philippa Traill1, Philip Ambery2, Atanu Bhattacharjee1, Mukesh Kumar1, 
Samira Bell1  
1Division of Population Health and Genomics, University of Dundee, 
Ninewells Hospital, Dundee; 2Late-stage Development, Cardiovascular, 
Renal and Metabolism (CVRM), Biopharmaceuticals R&D, AstraZeneca, 
Gothenburg, Sweden 
 
Dual endothelin-angiotensin receptor blockade improves nocturnal 
blood pressure dipping in patients with ANCA-associated vasculitis: 
observational and interventional studies.  
Preston H, Pugh D, Sayer M, Chapman GB, Chapman FA, Farrah TE, 
Dhaun N  
Department of Renal Medicine, Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh & Institute for 
Neuroscience & Cardiovascular Research, University of Edinburgh 
 
 
 

Melville Hall                                                                    Chair: Gillian Wood 
 
 
 

‘Left to get on with it’: The Real Impact of Inadequate Social and 
Emotional (Psychosocial) Support in Kidney Care. 

Judith Connell, Policy Officer Scotland  
Fiona Loud, Director of Policy  

Kidney Care UK 
 
 
 

Abstracts: 
 

‘Grow your Own’ - a local solution to recruitment and retention 
challenges in the Highland Renal Service. 
Dianne Ross  
Renal Clinical Educator, NHS Highland 
 
 
 
NEPHLiC Nurse Education Programme Hospital in Learning in Chunks 
Colette Westell 
Renal Clinical Educator, NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde 
 
 

 
 



Retrospective cohort study comparing high vs reduced dose 
valganciclovir CMV prophylaxis in kidney transplant recipients in 
Scotland  
Graeme I Burt, Paul J Phelan, Trijntje JW Rennie 
Edinburgh Renal and Transplant Unit, Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh 
 
Incidence of subarachnoid haemorrhage amongst patients with 
autosomal dominant polycystic kidney disease within NHS Greater 
Glasgow and Clyde  
Mairi Porter1, Claire Repper1, Patrick Mark1,2, Jamie Traynor1, Peter Conlon3, 
Shohdan Mohamed Osman3, Anand Alagappan1  
1NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde, 2University of Glasgow 3Beaumont 
Hospital, Dublin, Ireland 
 
High Rates of Early Vancomycin Underexposure in PD-Associated 
Peritonitis  
Benjamin MP Elyan1, Michaela Petrie2, Tracie Cameron1, Jamie Traynor1 
1Renal Unit, Queen Elizabeth University Hospital, 1345 Govan Rd, Glasgow 
G51 4TF; 2Renal Unit, Edinburgh Royal Infirmary, 51 Little France Cres, Old 
Dalkeith Rd, Edinburgh EH16 4SA 

Incidence of Sodium-glucose co-transporter-2 inhibitor related Diabetic 
Ketoacidosis  
Richard Bauld, Mike MacMahon, Alan Timmins  
Intensive Care Unit, Victoria Hospital Kirkcaldy, NHS Fife 

Results from InvestiGating kidNey bIopsy pracTices and outcomEs 
(IGNITE): a UK-wide study of native kidney biopsy practice  
Moore SL1, Crowe K2, Pywell S3, Bello A4, Casula A4, Santhakumaran S4, 
Geddes C2, McQuarrie E2, Graham-Brown MPM5,6, Burton JO5,6, Medcalf 
JF4,6 , Williams J7, Humphrey T8, on behalf of the NEPHwork Consortium.  
1Wales Kidney Research Unit, Cardiff; 2Glasgow Renal & Transplant Unit, 
Glasgow; 3UK Kidney Association, Bristol; 4UK Renal Registry, Bristol; 
5Department of Cardiovascular Sciences, University of Leicester, Leicester; 
6University Hospitals of Leicester NHS Trust, Leicester, UK; 7Royal Devon 
University Hospital NHS Foundation Trust, Exeter; 8Cambridge University 
Hospital NHS Foundation Trust, Cambridge 

 

1255 – 1345 

Meikle Restaurant & Ferntower Suite 
 
Lunch and Trade Exhibition 

 

Melville Hall 
 
Renal Pharmacist Meeting 



1345 – 1445 

Drawing Room                    Chairs: Dr Samira Bell & Dr Maureen Lafferty 
 
 
Highest scoring abstracts: 

 
“I’d love it if someone gave me answers” - exploration of patients’ and 
health care professionals’ perspectives of chronic kidney disease and 
kidney failure risk in the context of multimorbidity and frailty: a 
qualitative interview and focus group study  
Heather Walker1, Michael K Sullivan1,2, Bhautesh Dinesh Jani3, Patrick B 
Mark1,2, Katie I Gallacher3 
1School of Cardiovascular and Metabolic Health, University of Glasgow, 
2Renal and Transplant Unit, Queen Elizabeth University Hospital, Glasgow 
3General Practice and Primary Care, School of Health and Wellbeing, 
University of Glasgow 

 
Codesigning a Mobile Health Application to Improve Engagement and 
Outcomes in Dialysis Care: A Multi-site Evaluation in South Africa  
Clark CL1, Friedland R2, Becker P3, Katz IJ4, Kyriacos N5.  
1National Renal Care, Johannesburg, Gauteng, South Africa; 2Netcare, 
Johannesburg, Gauteng, South Africa; 3Retired, University of Pretoria, 
Gauteng, South Africa; 4Nephrology, St George Hospital, Kogarah, New 
South Wales, Australia, 5Azcom, Johannesburg, Gauteng, South Africa 

 
Dual endothelin-angiotensin receptor antagonism improves endothelial 
function & fibrinolysis in ANCA vasculitis: a randomised, double blind, 
active control clinical trial. 
Sayer M1, Chapman GB1, Preston H1, Pugh D1 Hendry B2, Mercer A3, 
Komers2, Farrah TE1, Dhaun N1 

1Edinburgh Kidney, University/British Heart Foundation Centre for 
Cardiovascular Science, The Queen’s Medical Research Institute, University 
of Edinburgh, Edinburgh, UK. 2Travere Therapeutics, Inc., San Diego, 

California, USA; 3JAMCO Pharma Consulting, Stockholm, Sweden 
 

Reducing inequities in kidney care in Scotland: a participatory, mixed-
methods study to co-design solutions for early entry points to kidney 
care  
Magda Rzewuska Diaz1, Buse Keskindag1, Thomas Blakeman2, Audrey 
Hughes3 and Simon Sawhney1,4  
1Institute of Applied Health Sciences, University of Aberdeen; 2Centre for 
Primary Care, Institute of Population Health, University of Manchester; 
3Grampian Kidney Patient Association; 4NHS Grampian 

 
 
 

Melville Hall                                                                        Chair: Kim Grant 
 
 
 

Then, Now and Next......The Journey of NHS Tayside 
 Renal Supportive Care Service 

Sarah Cathcart,  
Renal Supportive Care Nurse 

NHS Tayside 
 
 
 
 

Abstracts: 
 
Enhancing Fluid Management in Renal Care: A nursing- Led initiative 
Rachel Cox 
Renal Practice Educator, University Hospital Crosshouse. 
 
 
NxStage Home Dialysis – Our Journey to Innovation, Collaboration and 
Patient-Centred Care 
Hazel Lowe 
Charge Nurse, Home Therapies, NHS Tayside 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Long-term opioid and gabapentinoid related harms among adults with 
chronic kidney disease: a time-updated, population-based cohort study  
Christopher H. Grant1, Shona Livingstone1, Huan Wang1, Karen N. Barnett1, 
Patrick B. Mark2, Lesley A. Colvin1, Samira Bell1 

1Division of Population Health & Genomics, University of Dundee; 2School of 
Cardiovascular & Metabolic health, University of Glasgow 

 
Chorioretinal thickness associates with vascular injury, endothelial 
dysfunction and arterial stiffness in ANCA-associated vasculitis and 
improves with dual endothelin-angiotensin receptor antagonism  
Preston H1,2, Chapman G1,2, Sayer M1,2, Godden E2, Pugh D 1,2, Chapman 
F1,2, Farrah T1,2, Dhaun N1,2  
1Renal Department, Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh; 2Centre for Cardiovascular 
Sciences, University of Edinburgh 
 
 

 
 

1445 - 1520 

Melville Hall                                                                                                                                                                                                Chair: Dr Robert Peel 
 

IgA Nephropathy: The 2025 KDIGO Update and Beyond 
Professor Jonathan Barratt 

The Mayer Professor of Renal Medicine Department of Cardiovascular Sciences, University of Leicester  

 Honorary Consultant Nephrologist John Walls Renal Unit, University Hospitals of Leicester NHS Trust 

 
 
 

1520 - 1530 

Melville Hall                                                                                                                                                                                                 Chair: Dr Robert Peel 
 

Presentation of ERA EDTA National Award 

 
 

SRA Prize presentations  

 
 

Meeting Close 
 

 
  



 
Dr. Gregg is a nephrologist and clinical researcher at Baylor College of Medicine in Houston, Texas in the 
United States.  
Her expertise is in fatigue and depression among people with kidney diseases.  
She hopes her work will contribute to improving quality of life for people living with kidney disease. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Prof. Sharlene Greenwood is a Consultant Physiotherapist at King’s College Hospital, a Professor in Exercise and 
Lifestyle Therapy at King’s College London, and the co-founder and Chief Medical Officer for Kidney Beam. Sharlene 
has worked with people living with kidney disease for over 20 years, mostly designing and evaluating different ways to 
motivate people to be more active. Most recently, Sharlene led on the development of Kidney Beam 
www.beamfeelgood.com, a novel digital platform that was rapidly developed to help people living with kidney disease 
manage their physical and emotional wellbeing during the COVID pandemic and beyond. Sharlene is an NHS 
Innovation Accelerator fellow currently working to scale the Kidney Beam digital health intervention across the UK. 
Sharlene leads one of the only commissioned renal exercise services in the UK. 
 
 
 

 

Matthew Bailey is Professor of Renal Physiology at the University of Edinburgh and a Fellow of The Royal Society of 
Biology. He is Head of the Centre for Cardiovascular Science, a British Heart Foundation Centre of Research 
Excellence, and Dean of Quality for the College of Medicine and Veterinary Medicine. Matt did PhD research at 
Charing Cross & Westminster Medical School (Imperial College) and then postdoctoral training at UCL and at the 
Paris-Saclay Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique. He held Wellcome Trust Fellowships at Yale University 
Medical School and the University of Edinburgh, joining Edinburgh’s faculty in 2010. Matt's team examines the 
physiology of salt balance and the mechanisms of salt-sensitive hypertension. 

 
 
 

 

My name is Sharlene Taylor. In May 2023, I was appointed to establish and independently run a brand-new Renal 
Young Adult Support Service, the first of its kind in Scotland. This role was developed collaboratively with the Social 
Work Department and the Transition Nephrologist.  Covering the Lothians, Edinburgh City and the Borders supporting 
patients aged 16-35 at any stage of CKD, pre-dialysis, dialysis and post-transplant.   I have set up a peer support 
group; we meet each month. Amongst lived experience sessions and some fun activities with the nature ranger. I 
managed to secure funding to run the Great Scottish Kidney Bake Off and an Art Project. The patients art is displayed 
in an exhibition at the RIE in the Tonic Art Gallery - the patients called the project `My Journey`.   I am looking forward 
to talking at the SRA to tell you about my journey in setting up and running a brand-new service for kidney patients. 
 
  



 

Wendy Rayner leads the NHS Scotland Circular Economy Programme at the Scottish Government; her work focuses 
on working with multiple stakeholders to reduce the impact from the supply chain which account for circa 60%+ of all 
healthcare carbon emission. Wendy has worked directly with NHS Scotland for the last 10 years and prior to that 
worked as an external consultant for the NHS and has over 20 years’ experience, including working on projects and 
representing the WHO and UN outside of the UK. Wendy has worked internationally as a consultant and as Chief 
Sustainability Officer for an international producer responsibility company in the electronics sector, focusing on North 
America and the APAC Regions.  Wendy uses this experience to work with the healthcare supply chain to identify trial 
solutions which support the circular economy and reduce the carbon emissions and support the requirement to be net 
zero by 2045. Wendy is a Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Waste Management, a Chartered Resource Manager, a 
Chartered Environmentalist and a member of the Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment (IEMA) 
Circular Economy Steering Group.   She has a Global MBA from Manchester Business School and studied in the UK, 
Hong Kong, China, USA and the UAE.  
. 

 

Prof Lui Forni is Professor of Physiology & Critical Care at the University of Surrey as Consultant Intensivist at the 
Royal Surrey Hospital, Guildford.  Before studying medicine, he dabbled in physical chemistry and fast reaction kinetics 
before settling for something more tangible.  His research interests cover encompass most aspects of critical care 
nephrology and he has been the elected secretary of the ESICM a board member of FICM and a founding member of 
the ISCCN.    He has many faults but principle among them is his appalling guitar skills and the fact that despite 
knowing better he remains a staunch fan of Tottenham Hotspur. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Dr Valerie Luyckx (pronounced Lakes) is a nephrologist trained in South Africa and the USA. She holds an MSc in 
Public Health from the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine and a PhD in Biomedical Ethics at the 
University of Zurich. She works at the University Children’s Hospital in Zurich Switzerland. She holds affiliate positions 
at Harvard Medical School and the University of Cape Town. She contributes as a consultant to the World Health 
Organization on the topics of kidney disease, disaster nephrology and research ethics. She is co-President of the 
European Kidney Health Alliance.  She is an active advocate for prevention of non-communicable diseases, especially 
kidney disease, calling attention to the social determinants of health, with the goal of supporting equity and fair priority 
setting for quality kidney care in resource limited settings. 

 

 



Professor Jeremy Hughes trained in Medicine and Nephrology in Cambridge, London and Nottingham. His research 
training has included an MRC Clinical Training Fellowship (PhD, Hammersmith Hospital), a 3-year post-doctoral 
Wellcome Advanced Training Fellowship (University of Washington, Seattle) and a Wellcome Trust Senior Research 
Fellowship in Clinical Science (University of Edinburgh). His laboratory-based research has focussed upon 
understanding kidney inflammation and repair. At Edinburgh Medical School he is the Director of Year 3 and leads the 
BMedSci programme in Health Sciences. He served as Chair of the KRUK Research Grants Committee (2013-18), 
Chair of the UK Kidney Research Consortium and Trustee and Chair of the Board of Trustees of KRUK (2018-24). He 
is a Board member of the evolving PKD Partnership. Lastly, he is the Chair of the CKD Working Group in Scotland that 
aims to improve the management of patients with CKD in Scotland. 
 

 

Fiona Loud is Policy Director of Kidney Care UK. Fiona spent 5 years on dialysis (PD and HD) after her kidneys failed 
as a consequence of the rare disease tuberous sclerosis and also kidney cancer, before receiving a transplant from 
her husband in late 2006.  She is involved with numerous groups working to improve standards of care for kidney 
patients and led the charity’s work on Covid-19, the organ donation opt-out law and the continuation of dialysis 
provision in the EU post-Brexit.  She set up and chaired the UK Renal Registry patient council and has contributed as a 
lay representative to many of the kidney guidelines produced by NICE.  Fiona is chair of the Organ Donation 
Committee at West Herts Hospital. 

 
 
 

 

Judith Connell is the Policy Officer for Scotland for Kidney Care UK. Together with her fellow policy team colleagues 
Judith works to make sure the voices of kidney patients are heard by politicians and policy makers to help them 
understand the challenge that kidney disease can bring and to campaign for positive policy change and development. 
Judith has extensive experience of working in the field of health and social care including working as an academic 
health care researcher for a number of bodies such as the Medical Research Council, the Institute of Law and Ethics in 
Medicine, the Scottish Health Council and the Institute of Applied Health Research. 

 
 
 

 



Naveed Sattar is a happy Glaswegian – and also a professor of cardiometabolic medicine with research experience in 
CV, diabetes and obesity. He is also chair of the obesity health care goals programme for HMG.  He has contributed 
>1500 papers (working with many brilliant colleagues), contributed to >30 randomised trials (including lifestyle and 
drug trials as well as several CVOTs) and >10 guidelines including as chair of SIGN CV prevention guideline.  Naveed 
tries to bring data from different fields together to paint new, meaningful ways to look at clinical issues.   

 
 
 
 

 

Sarah Cathcart is an experienced Renal Supportive Care Nurse with over 20 years in renal medicine. For the past 13 
years, she has led NHS Tayside Renal Supportive Care service, following a pivotal secondment in palliative care and 
training with Macmillan Nurses.  She integrates palliative principles into renal care, supporting patients with chronic 
kidney disease, dialysis, and transplant needs. Known for her compassionate, person-centred approach, Sarah plays a 
key role in service development, staff education, and interdisciplinary practice—ensuring holistic care that addresses 
medical, emotional, and spiritual needs. 

 
 
 

 

Professor Jonathan Barratt’s research is focussed on a bench to bedside approach to improving our understanding 
of the pathogenesis of IgA nephropathy a common global cause of kidney failure. I am the IgA nephropathy Rare 
Disease Group lead for the UK National Registry of Rare Kidney Diseases (RaDaR) and Convener of the International 
IgA Nephropathy Network. I work closely with pharmaceutical companies interested in new treatments for IgA 
nephropathy, and I am Chief Investigator for a number of international randomised controlled Phase 2 and 3 clinical 
trials in IgA nephropathy. I was a member of the FDA and American Society of Nephrology Kidney Health Initiative: 
Identifying Surrogate Endpoints for Clinical Trials in IgA Nephropathy Work group. I am an Editorial Board member for 
Kidney International and the American Society of Nephrology journals. I am a co-Chair of the UK Glomerulonephritis 
Clinical Study Group and am the IgA nephropathy lead for the KDIGO Clinical Practice Guidelines for Glomerular 
Diseases.  

 


